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resolution, the firing of the guns in the park announced
that the sovereign had left the palace. In the House
of Commons the uproar and confusion were still
greater, and the Speaker's authority was only saved
by his tact. After an unseemly wrangle Peel obtained
possession of the House, and proceeded to denounce
the conduct of the ministers with extreme vehemence
and passion. But his voice was silenced and the uproar
stilled by the arrival of Black Eod to summon the
House to the presence of the king, and in a few minutes
all was over. The Parliament elected in the previous
year was dissolved, and the country was invited to
pronounce its judgment on the Eeform Bill, its authors,
and its enemies.
That judgment was speedily and decisively pro-
nounced. The popular enthusiasm was irresistible.
" The Bill, the whole Bill, and nothing but the Bill," was
the universal cry from one end of the country to the
other. The Tories and anti-Reformers were everywhere
opposed and nearly everywhere defeated, and ministers
secured an overwhelming majority. The new Parlia-
ment met on 21st June, and on 24th June Lord John
Russell, who with Stanley had now been admitted to
the Cabinet, introduced the second Reform Bill. It was
not materially or essentially difierent from the original
measure. The Bill was read a first time without a division
after a single night's debate. On 8th July its second
reading was carried by a majority of 136. But the
debates in committee were interminable, though their
effect on the structure of the Bill was quite insignificant.
Every expedient of obstructive delay was attempted by
the Opposition, which in this respect received little